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Modern Problems Back and Forth 

“Back in my day” I had to walk 5 miles to school in the snow with my lunch in 
a bucket! Ok, that’s an exaggeration. I’m not THAT old!   But I did walk home 
alone with a book bag (back packs weren't around). While we face different 
challenges today than those in the past, there are challenges in getting to and 
from school nonetheless.  

For example, it’s just not as safe as it used to be for our littlest kids to walk home from school on 
their own, and I find that the age at which we, as educators and parents, feel comfortable letting our 
kids walk home is constantly decreasing. As educators, we are keenly aware that we are responsible 
for taking care of your children and we want to insure student safety in all we do. Dismissal is a well 
oiled machine around here, but we do need your help. It’s the changes in routine that can be 
problematic. Here’s what we ask: 

 Children should know how they are going home every day when they arrive at school and if you 

or someone else will be waiting for them. 

 Please keep the dismissal routines as consistent as possible from day to day and/or from week to 
week. 

 Please try not to make any changes after 3:10 PM, it’s hard to communicate last minute changes 

and not have any confusion.  Teachers may not be checking emails at dismissal time.  

 You must inform the teacher AND the office of any changes in writing. Telling the teacher alone is 
not enough since the office runs the dismissal, specifically Mrs. Brown but both Mrs. Brown and 
Mrs. Cornett in case one of them is out @ ndbrown@aacps.org and ecornett@aacps.org.  

 Please be available to answer your cell phone at the end of the day for any emergencies. 
(Modern conveniences only work when they work). 

 If we anticipate that a bus will be more than 10-15 minutes late on a “good weather day” or if we 

know there is a problem, we will send an EMAIL, not call. Be ready to check your email if the bus 
is significantly late.  

 Use the bus if you are within the bus zone and the handy dandy car rider drop off and pick up 
when necessary.   

Speaking of phones, please remember that our boys and girls are not permitted to have their phones 
or other devices with them during the day (they need to concentrate on learning). They can have 
their phones in their backpacks for extreme emergencies or use to call you after dismissal, if you 
choose to let them.  They can use the office phone if they need to make a call to you during the day. 
No tablets or games are permitted because we cannot insure that those devices can be kept safe. 
So what about smart watches? Hmmm… modern dilemmas. If a watch-looking-device is used as a 
watch, it’s ok, but if it becomes a communication device (even to you) or a toy in school, it’s subject 
to being confiscated by the Principal/Assistant Principal, and it’ll live in our drawer until a parent can 
come and get it (an old fashioned solution). 

Modern problems or not, we have to use good ole common sense to solve them. We truly appreciate 
that we are partners in this daily journey of getting kids back and forth safely, and we’re really glad 
we don’t have to walk 5 miles in the snow, any day!   

Principal Birus 

https://www.aacps.org/Page/4238
mailto:ndbrown@aacps.org
mailto:ecornett@aacps.org


 

 

February 3 

PTA Meeting 7pm 

 

February 7 

Gr. 2 - Field Trip 

 

February 10 

Report Card distribution 

 

February 12 

Unity Day 

2hr Early Dismissal -  

Professional development 

 

February 17 

School closed - Presidents Day 

 

February 20 

Gr. 3 & 5 - Field Trip 

 

February 28 

Drama Club Performance 

6:30pm 

 

 

AACPS Calendar  

Valentine’s Day! 

 

Valentine Parties for our students 

will be on Friday, February 14th!   

Here are some guidelines for a day 

of LOVE for our boys and girls!  

 Due to AACPS security measures, we must limit the number of 

volunteers/visitors for each classroom.  Room parents and two 

additional cleared volunteers will be allowed to pre-register (limit 4 

adults per class*). *No younger siblings, please.   

 Students who choose to bring Valentines are asked to include every 

student in the class.  Students are not required to bring Valentines.  

 Snacks for the parties must be store bought and should be limited to 

a “salty a sweet, a savory and a treat!”  

 

Don’t forget to check out all the 

flyers at the end of the 

newsletter.  

Sick Kid? Head Lice?  

If your child is sick, please keep them home to keep 
others from becoming sick!  They must be fever 
free without medication for 24 hours.  They will 

need a note from you indicating that they are sick in 
order for the absence to be excused unless it’s 

more than 3 days.  If your child is out for more than 5 days, 
they must have a doctor’s note.  

 
Even the mention of head lice makes us itch.  Please know that 
the policy from the Health Department is that we do not inform 

parents of other students if a student is found to have head 
lice.  The CWES policy is to inform the parents in 

that student’s classroom only.  If we do not discover 
the lice at school, we do not inform parents.   

 

https://www.aacps.org/site/handlers/filedownload.ashx?moduleinstanceid=10775&dataid=27782&FileName=1920calendar.pdf


 CWES has fun while we DISCOVER. 

On January 28, 2020 author, Scott McBride, shared his journey of becoming a 
published writer with Kindergarten through 5th grade students.  Mr. Scott read aloud 

his latest book, The Adventures of Connor the Courageous Cutter: Mystery of the 
Baffling Blackout, and involved students in the creative writing process.   

Books can still be ordered, see the attached flyer. 



Dress for the Weather 

Please make sure your children are dressed in multiple layers so they can adjust to 

whatever temperature changes happen, both inside and out.  Our rooms do NOT have 

stable temperatures all of our spaces are climate controlled by a computer at the Ft. 

Smallwood station.   

While the “guideline” is to have indoor recess when the temperature is under 32 degrees including wind chill, 

temps and conditions can change throughout the day.  We try to go out as much as 

possible.  Students should have hats, gloves and a good winter coat.  Dressing 

appropriately can help students concentrate and keep learning on track!  

Becoming Independent 

 The goal of every parent is to see their children become independent and make a life of their own.  
However, parents can become so accustomed to providing for and making decisions for their children, that 
it can be difficult to let their children “grow up” and make their own decisions.   

 There are many things parents can do, even at an early age, to help their children learn how to make 
decisions and become independent. 

Use active listening skills to help children learn to understand and solve problems. 

Allow children to make decisions about little things at a young age and gradually allow them to 
expand their scope of decision making. 

Help children make decisions about allocating their time. 

Help children set up budgets for saving and spending money. 

Include children in family decisions, such as planning a family outing or decorating a room. 

Encourage children to take responsibility for their actions and decisions.   

Make sure children follow through with obligations. 

Discuss decisions that you have made in the past including how you arrived at the decision, if it 
was a wise decision and why or why not. 

Discuss and evaluate decisions together.  Would they make the same decision again? 

Allow children to take chances and make mistakes. No one is prefect and we must learn from our 
mistakes.  

Always love, support and encourage you children’s decisions.  Help them get enough information 
to make informed and educated decisions. 

 Parents must help develop confidence in their children’s abilities and judgment in making decisions. 
Parents must also recognize that they may not always agree with all of their children’s decisions just as their 
parents probably did not agree with all of their decisions.   

Counselor’s Corner    
Mrs. Angie Martin, ammartin2@aacps.org  

Ms. Mary Kate Miller, mkmiller2@aacps.org 



MyPaymentsPlus™  

www.mypaymentsplus.com  

Lunch Schedule 

K  10:50-11:15 

1
st 

 11:20-11:45 

2
nd

  11:50-12:15 

3
rd

  12:20-12:45 

4
th 

 12:50-1:15 

5
th
    1:20-1:45 

2 Hr Early Dismissal 

       1
st

  10:35-11:00 

       K    11:00-11:25 

       
 
2

nd
 
 
11:25-11:50 

       3
rd

  11:50-12:15 

       4
th
  12:15-12:40 

       5
th
   12:40-1:05 

The Lost and 
Found has 

over 100 items!  
  

 

 

 

Please come check it 

out in the Cafeteria.  

2 Hr Late Arrival  

K   11:15 - 11:40 

 1
st    

11:45 - 12:10 

2
nd   

12:15 - 12:40 

4
th    

12:45 - 1:10 

3
rd       

1:15 - 1:40 

5
th      

1:45 - 2:10 

PowerSchool Parent Portal is a powerful, easy-to-use, secure 
communication tool connecting parents/guardians and schools. 

Using the PowerSchool student information system, the Parent Portal allows collaboration to 
improve student achievement. Online access to grades, attendance, and assignments makes 
it easier for parents to monitor, identify, and accelerate students in grades 1 through 12 
progress in real time. 

Click HERE for more information. 

https://www2.mypaymentsplus.com/welcome
https://www.aacps.org/Page/1325


Human Relations News 

 We are thrilled to announce that Crofton Woods Elementary School was recently 

honored at the 2020 Food Bank’s Harvest for the Hungry Awards Ceremony!  The 

Crofton Woods community really outdid themselves this year with their generous 

monetary and canned food donations.  Crofton Woods was Number 2 in the county for 

most food collected with 4,055 pounds!  We also were recognized for money 

donations (#6) and combined donations (#6).  Our Human Relations Committee 

showed up in force to receive these awards on behalf of the school.  Thank you to 

everyone who helped with our food drive.  The donations stay local and truly impact 

the needy of our county. 

Friend Mail 

 We are feeling the love here at Crofton Woods!  We continue to 

celebrate friendship through February 13th with our FRIEND MAIL.   

You may send a special note and pencil to your child or help them send a 

pencil and note to a friend at school.  Order forms were sent home in a 

previous e-mail, attached here and extras are also available in the office 

at school. 



 

 

 

 

 

March 2 

Dig Day / Dr. Seuss Day 

PTA Meeting 7pm 

 

March 6 

Vision & Hearing Screening K & Gr. 1 

 

March 10 

School Closed for Students 

Parent/Teacher Conferences 

 

March 12 

Spaghetti Dinner - 5:30 pm 

 

March 13 

Skate Night 5-7 

 

March 16 

Vision & Hearing rechecks 

 

March 17 

Science Fair 

 

March 23-27 

Gr. 5 MISA Testing 

 

March 24 

Unity Day 

2hr Early Dismissal - PD 

 

April 1 

Kindergarten Registration Begins 

April 6 

PTA meeting 7pm 

April 7 & 8 

2hr. Early Dismissal 

 End of 3rd marking period 

April 8 

Grandparents Day 

April 9 - 13  

Spring Break 

April 23 

Report Card distribution  

April 28 

School Closed - Primary Elections 

 

 

 

There is so much happening at Crofton Woods...wouldn’t you 

like to be part of the excitement?  

Visit the PTA website to get involved.  

CWESPTA 

https://www.cwespta.net/


 



From the Nurse’s Desk 
Dawn Felski, RN ~ 410-721-5370 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 





 

 Checks can be made to CWES  



 

 

 

 

 

Talent Show Sign Up 

 

We are looking forward to seeing what all your kiddos will create and perform for this year's Talent 

Show! We think that the CWES Talent Show is one of the greatest and best displays of student tal-

ent and we encourage all to sign-up. 

We have made a few changes this year as we continue to make the show as efficient and easy 

for all who participate. The first change is our digital sign-up. Good-bye paper forms! To sign 

up your child for the show simply complete this form. Please indicate if you child will be sub-

mitting an art project or performing an act. Please read all the dates and rules listed and sign 

up only if you agree to the rules and can make the listed dates. Once your child is signed up, 

they are in the show or a part of the Art Gallery! 

We will have two “Show Me What You Got” dates on March 2nd and March 3rd. The March 2nd 

date will be at 3:45pm and the March 3rd date will be at 5:30 pm. We added in the earlier time slot 

for those that have dance, sports or other evening commitments. The purpose of the "Show Me 

What You Got" is to give us an idea of how to start arranging the acts for the performance and en-

sure that they are approved and “school appropriate”. 

Finally, this is a volunteer run program. We need assistance from you to make the show a success. 

We have provided a list below of ways in which you can help volunteer with the show. 

VOLUNTEER POSITIONS: 

DONATE SNACKS for after school dress rehearsal 

DONATE food/baked goods FOR CONCESSIONS 

CONCESSIONS run concessions (open until the show begins) 

PROP: bringing props on and off stage between acts (Needed at Dress Rehearsal Night and 
Show Night) 

NIGHT OF SHOW HELP: lining up kids, hall, doors, brochures, seating kids, walking them 
to backstage. (Needed Dress Rehearsal Night and Show Night) 

SHOW ME WHAT YOU GOT monitor door and checking in kids as they arrive 

COLLECT ART GALLERY ART (Collect and set up gallery night of Talent Show) 

 

CWES’s Got Talent 

https://forms.gle/b2gRon2uTwabjAtv8


 

 

 

 

 

Important Dates: 

Sign up deadline: February 18th 

Show Me What You Got: March 2nd @ 3:45pm or March 3rd @5:30pm (CWES MUSIC ROOM) 
We will send out information at a later date on how to sign up for whichever “Show Me What 
You Got” date works for you 

Music and lyrics turned in by: March 13th -emailed to cwestalent-
show@gmail.com 

MANDATORY: Dress Rehearsal & Art for Art Gallery Due: March 19th @ 3:30pm (CAFETERIA) 

Talent Show: March 27th Time TBD 

 

RULES: 

With all well-run activities we do have a few rules we follow: 

Your child may be in ONE show. (Exception: 5th grade finale and CWES dance team participants 
may participate in the group performance and an individual.) 

Talent show acts must be limited to 2 minutes. All music should be cut to comply. Need a free pro-
gram to cut your music? Here is a link where you can do this yourself! You will need to first pur-
chase your music via: amazon, iTunes, etc. Then you will cut the music yourself and email us the 
final cut by March 13th to: cwestalentshow@gmail.com 

You must be present for one “Show Me What You Got” in addition to the dress rehearsal on March 
19th. (If your child is submitting art only, they do not have to be at the dress rehearsal or the show, 
except if they are going to be in the 5th grade finale.) 

We will have a surprise 5th grade finale. To be in the 5th grade finale you MUST be in a talent show 
act OR turn in a piece of art for the Art Gallery. 

 

 

If you have any questions you are welcome to email Julie and Lindsay @ cwestalentshow@gmail.com 

CWES’s Got Talent 

mailto:cwestalentshow@gmail.com
mailto:cwestalentshow@gmail.com
https://www.nch.com.au/wavepad/tutorial.html#overview
mailto:cwestalentshow@gmail.com
mailto:cwestalentshow@gmail.com


http://yearbooks.classic-photo.com/MD612017/home3/Bookstore.jsp




 
 
 

CROFTON WOODS ELEMENTARY 
KIDS HEART CHALLENGE IS BACK!  Can we repeat as the #1 
School in Anne Arundel County again this year?   
 

 
Dear Woodchuck Families, 
 
The American Heart Association’s “Kids Heart Challenge” (fka Jump Rope for Heart) is 
back!  This educational, service-learning program has students participating in cardio-
pumping activities and learning simple ways to live heart-healthy. The program also 
encourages kindness towards others and builds character all while raising donations to 
help save lives and advocate for healthier schools and communities.  
 
JOIN OUR TEAM: 
1. Register online at www.heart.org/khc or through the FREE mobile app  (Kids 

Heart Challenge (for Apple or Google Play) to receive your free glow-in-the-
dark powerband! 

2. Take the Heart Health Challenge found at the bottom of the page. Create a healthy 
habit by pledging to Move More, Be Ready or Be Kind every day for the duration of 
our program.   

3. Send emails, texts and share on social media asking family and friends to support your 
efforts to help save lives 

4. Double your donation with a matching gift! Check here to learn whether your 
employer participates:   www.matchinggifts.com/aha 
 

*NEW* For safety and ease, donations will be accepted ONLINE or via E-CHECK ONLY 
this year. (Instructions on the back). Your participation helps educate our community, 
helps save lives, gives us a chance to earn FREE PE and recess equipment, cash back 
and more.     
 
Please consider supporting us and our community service effort this year! Thank you in advance! 
 
 
Mr. Nick Seitler and Mr. Dave Summey, Physical Education Department 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

DONATIONS DUE:       Friday, March 27  

(online or mobile app only)  
 
EVENT DATE:      March 20 - 27, 2020 *during PE classes 



 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

E-CHECK INSTRUCTIONS (available through THE MOBILE APP) 

1. Download the Kids Heart Challenge (App Store or Google Play) and 

sign in/sign up 

2. Select the icon at the bottom of the screen that looks like a 
dollar sign “$” 

3. Select Check Deposit 

4. Enter check amount 

5. Scan the front and back of check 

6. Deposited directly to your school 

DID YOU KNOW? 
• A $5 gift allows more than 100 adults to learn the signs of heart attack or stroke and how to react when someone is 

experiencing them. It could be the di?erence between life and death. 

• A $10 gift places nine identi?cation stickers in public places, directing people toward AEDs that could save someone’s life. 

• A $15 gift brings information and cultural health programming to 100 African Americans and Hispanics who are 
disproportionately impacted by heart disease and stroke. 

• A $50 gift affords one CPR training = 1 life possibly saved 















 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1. Get the Box Tops for Education app.  
2. Look for the Box Tops logo on participating products. 
3. Snap a photo of your receipt using the Scan button from the app within 14 days of purchase. 

 
Box Tops earnings are identified and automatically credited to Crofton Woods. 
 
Traditional Box Tops clips are being phased out of production but may continue to be found on 
many products throughout the store as packages transition to the new Box Tops labels. You can 
still clip these and send them to school. Please make sure each clip has a valid expiration date. 
For ease of counting, please send all Box Tops in Ziploc bags.  


